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A widely held view is that humanity is undergoing a profound transforma-
tion linked to the spread of digital technologies. From communication to
markets, from the exercise of power to the ways in which personal identity
is constructed, an increasing number of aspects of social life are being
influenced by the progressive digitisation of information.

Less common, however, is the attempt to reflect upon the deeper theoret-
ical implications of this change. It is within this context that _Archipelago,
and the Information Platform that is the State' by Vagelis Papakonstantinou is
situated. The work stands out because it does not merely study the effects
of digital technologies on society, but seeks to construct a new political
philosophy which, as the subtitle of the book suggests, is based on «infor-
mation and its processing»’.

The starting point of his theory is as radical as it is simple in its formula-
tion: everything that exists can be described as information, and life itself
consists in the processing of information. Papakonstantinou therefore
proposes a genuine informational ontology from which he seeks to derive,
in a coherent manner, the entire architecture of social and political life.
The idea may initially appear abstract. The first six chapters of the work
are devoted precisely to the empirical development of the conceptual tax-
onomy that supports the whole theoretical framework. From this perspec-
tive, the distinctive characteristic of human beings lies in their need con-

' V. Papakonstantinou, Archipelago, and the Information Platform That Is the State: A Political
Philosophy Based on Information and Its Processing, Baden-Baden, 2026.

2 Ibid., front cover.
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tinuously to augment their information processing capabilities. Language,
writing, science, political organisations, and technology all represent tools
developed to expand this capacity. Much of human history is thus rein-
terpreted as a history of the progressive expansion of opportunities for
information processing.

Once this conceptual architecture has been established, the author intro-
duces, in chapters 7 and 8, what emerges as the most original thesis of the
book.

Against a tradition that runs from Plato (and that has been followed by
his «epigones»’), Papakonstantinou argues that the State is not an artefact
created through a social contract. On the contrary, the State is natural to
humans. In this respect, the author moves closer to Aristotle, who was the
first to advance this intuition. What distinguishes Papakonstantinou’s pro-
posal is his attempt to provide it with a systematic theoretical foundation.
It is precisely the digital revolution, he argues, that makes such a reinter-
pretation possible. The digital world does not create the informational
nature of the State; rather, it renders visible something that has always ex-
isted but for which we previously lacked the conceptual tools to recognise.
The answer proposed by the author is that the State constitutes an in-
formation platform. The analogy with contemporary digital platforms is
not accidental. According to Papakonstantinou, the State has always per-
formed the role of an information platform necessary for collective life.
Through names, registries, citizenship, and systems of identification, it
makes the individualisation of humans possible and thereby enables social
cooperation on a large scale. From this perspective, a name is not simply
a label, citizenship is not merely a legal status, and identity is not merely
an administrative matter. They constitute the fundamental elements that
allow human beings to be recognised as individuals within a community.
The State is therefore natural to humans not because it coincides with
a particular institutional form or with the modern territorial State, but
because it represents the informational structure that makes the individu-
alisation and recognition of humans possible, and therefore social coop-
eration itself.

This amounts to an original reinterpretation of the State phenomenon.
Instead of asking who holds power or what the source of political legit-
imacy may be, the author asks which informational function makes the
very existence of society possible. States are analysed not primarily as
structures of power or legal constructions, but as «information platforms
for their citizens»* necessary for social life.

This theory of the State constitutes the point of departure. In chapters

> Tbid., 7.
* Ibid., 99.
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9-18, the author systematically develops the consequences of this intui-
tion, focusing on issues related to the State, the government, the political
system, sovereignty, territory and borders, and nation. What emerges is a
progressive reformulation of the principal categories of the new political
philosophy based on information and its processing.

Finally, another theoretically significant step is reached in chapter 19: the
reinterpretation of the European Union.

If the State is an information platform for individuals, then the European
Union can be conceived as an information platform for States. It is here
that the notion of «Archipelago»’ emerges. States can no longer continue
to exist as «information processing silos, fortified informational castles
ot closed gardens»’, nor can they rely exclusively on «bilateral, unarbi-
trated relationships within which each party must on every occasion first
convince the other bilaterally of its existence»’.

The problem is not simply political or diplomatic. It is informational.
States that interact only through bilateral relations effectively remain in a
«state of nature»®. Instead, in environments characterised by permanent
interconnection, they require common mechanisms of recognition, coor-
dination, shared meaning, and common rules. Hence the author’s conclu-
sion: «the formation of informational archipelagos is thus the only way
forward»’.

The European Union would today represent the most advanced exam-
ple of such an archipelago. Just as the State individualises humans, the
EU individualises States at a higher level. Member States do not need
continuously to demonstrate their existence; they are recognised within a
common framework. The EU thus becomes a «platform for platforms»'’,
a platform that individualises and links States. The result is neither the
disappearance of States nor their integration into a single political entity,
but an archipelago founded upon interoperability.

Turning to the final chapters 20-20, they extend the same theoretical
framework to some of the principal normative categories of legal tradi-
tion. Law, rights, human rights, morality, property, intellectual property,
freedom and liberty, and liberalism are all reinterpreted through the infor-
mational perspective developed throughout the volume, completing the
author’s ambition to construct a general political theory based on infor-

5 Ibid, 184.
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mation and its processing;

It is finally worth considering the questions that Papakonstantinou raises
already in the Prologue of the book: «Why a political philosophy of in-
formation»'" and «Why now?»'%. The answer becomes clearer once one
considers the role attributed to the digital world. For the author, it repre-
sents the third great informational leap in human history, after language
and writing. It is here that the theme of the so-called «Genesis Moment'"’
appears. Papakonstantinou argues that humanity finds itself in a historical-
ly unique situation. For the first time, humanity is not merely living within
a given environment, but it is creating a new one where the information
is potentially infinite. Hence the urgency of correctly understanding the
fundamental pillars of the political philosophy necessary for the «creation
of an entirely artificial, new reality, whose shaping lies entirely in its [the
humanity’s] hands»'*.

At the end of the book, it becomes clear that a theoretical framework such
as the one proposed by the author is bound to invite criticism. The entire
construction rests upon a number of particularly ambitious ideas.

The first is the one that everything can be described as information and
that life itself consists in information processing. These assumptions en-
able the author to develop a remarkably coherent and unified theory, but
they may not appear immediately persuasive to all readers. One may legit-
imately ask whether phenomena such as consciousness, lived experience,
political conflict, or the symbolic and cultural dimensions of human ac-
tion can be fully reduced to informational processes, or whether such a
perspective risks leaving in the background aspects that other philosophi-
cal traditions regard as central.

A second question concerns the author’s understanding of the State as an
information platform for its citizens. This constitutes one of the book’s
two central premises'® and implies that the state is natural to human beings
insofar as it enables and enhances their capacity to process information.
Yet some readers may wonder whether the informational dimension alone
is sufficient to capture the full complexity of political life and the diversity
of political forms that have existed throughout history.

In any event, even those who do not share all of the author’s premises
or conclusions will find it difficult to ignore the ambition of the project.

" Ibid, 27.
2 Ibid, 28.
5 Tbid, 30.
" Tbid, 30.
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tbid, 27.
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Papakonstantinou seeks to develop a political philosophy that explains
the State, the European Union, and digital transformation within a single
framework. It is precisely this capacity to raise new questions about seem-
ingly settled (and usually separated) categories that perhaps constitutes
the most interesting aspect of the work and the reason why the volume
deserves attention.

To conclude, two final remarks.

The illustration accompanying the frontispiece of the volume, created by
the artist James Nunn, deserves particular mention'. Through references
to Greek mythology and to the tradition of modern political philosophy,
Nunn seeks to translate visually some of the central concepts of Papakon-
stantinou’s theory. The image explicitly recalls the famous frontispiece of
Hobbes’ Leviathan, in which the State was depicted as the great political
artefact created by human beings to guarantee order and security. In place
of Leviathan appears Proteus, the shapeshifting sea deity, as a guiding fig-
ure emerging from the sea of information in which contemporary States
exist as information platforms natural to human beings. The result is both
original and visually striking,

Finally, a note for those approaching the book who may be discouraged by
its size, which is certainly substantial (almost five hundred pages, including
notes). In the Foreword, the author provides a highly useful roadmap that
allows readers to navigate the chapters and, if necessary, to select differ-
ent reading paths according to their interests and time to devote to the
volume'’.
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